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Dear Mr. Joynor: 

On March 13,2009, a representative of the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration (PHMSA), pursuant to Chapter 601 of49 United States Code, completed a 
pipeline investigation related to a January 15,2009 pipeline incident on the Trans Alaska 
Pipeline System (TAPS). TAPS is operated by Alyeska Pipeline Service Company (Alyeska). 
The incident resulted in an overpressure and subsequent venting of flammable vapors from 
breakout tanks TK-IlO and TK-lll at Alyeska's Pump Station 1 in Prudhoe Bay. As a result of 
our investigation, it appears that you have committed a probable violation of the Pipeline Safety 
Regulations, Title 49, Code of Federal RegUlations. The investigation revealed the following 
probable violation: 

1. §195.402 Procedural manual for operations, maintenance, and emergencies. 
(a) General. Each operator shall prepare and follow for each pipeline system a 
manual ofwritten procedures for conducting normal operations and maintenance 






